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2018 celebrates 250 years of the site being a licenced 
premises and 30 years since becoming The Retreat. 

The Retreat in Stroud has welcomed persons from all over the globe 
over the years and more recently people have been asking about the 

history of the building.

There have been many tales told and many rumours unconfirmed  
and until now we have not carried out any research.

Many of the facts have surprised us and in some cases they have 
created a mystery which we need help to solve.

We are trying to find out more about the history of the premises  
as so much is unknown at this stage. 

If you have any facts, stories or indeed photos from the past then 
please come and see us, enjoy a nice meal and drink and tell us your 

stories.





1768 
THE LAMB INN was built - the street was 
originally part of The Shambles. The street 
became known as Lamb Street after the Inn 
but this was later changed to Church Street.

1774 
ROBERT BROWN was an apothecary in Stroud in the 1720s. In 1755 the 
“Dispensatory” was described as a “laudable scheme” to support and relieve the 
poor “in their state of sickness and consequent distress”, and had already established 
a good reputation. The patients saw the physician in a single hired room - at Mr 
Mills cottage in Wallbridge for three years; then at the Lamb Inn, Church Street, for 
six years. 

1824
When JAMES WAKEFIELD was in possession of this Inn, from 1824 to 1836, the 
four-horse London mail-coaches went from it in the evening and came to it in the 
morning, performing each journey in twelve hours. As this Inn had not sufficient 
stables and yards to accommodate the coaches and horses, they were kept at the 
Swan Inn, Union Street and, in consequence of the narrowness of Church Street, 
the coaches were taken to its farther end and turned round, before they started in 
the evening, and after their arrival in the morning. 

1831
MR. WAKEFIELD hosted the first meeting of the Stroud Society for the 
Prosecution of Felons. This group in the 18th and early 19th centuries formed 
before the creation of a National police force and prosecuted criminals. They 
evolved out of resolutions passed at parish vestry meetings to prosecute felons out 
of the public purse. 



1835
From Court records - WAKEFIELD V MILLS and another - The plaintiff in this 
case was THE LAMB INN, at Stroud and the action was brought against the 
defendants, whose premises adjoined them. A steam engine was erected for the 
manufacture of mustard and for grinding oatmeal and groats and it was alleged 
that the heat of this ruined the beer and caused the casks to leak. The noise of the 
machinery had also annoyed the customers. A JOSEPH CLUTTERBUCK, an 
engineer, said he erected the machinery for the defendants for making mustard and 
the safety valve was towards the plaintiffs house and sometimes steam was caused. 
He stated he had made additions to the premises for making groats and oatmeal 
and there was also a blowing machine for clearing chaff and dust. He stated he 
knew the market-room at the Lamb and one window was near the valve, he stated 
that when the engine was working you could hear the noise and feel the motion of 
the machinery.

JOHN BAKER, the brewer of the plaintiff for the last five years, knew the cellar 
and stated there were three large casks in it, the largest holding 1200 gallons and is 
about three feet from defendants wall, the beer in those casks had been kept for old 
beer. He had seen smoke in the cellar coming through the wall and the wall had 
been quite warm. This caused the cast to warm and its shrinking let the beer run 
out. When the cask was re-filled, it was found to have leaked so much that it took 
between two and three hogsheads to fill it up. The shaking from the machine 
caused smuts from the chimney at times fell in great quantities into the brewhouse, 
passage and rooms and also that the shaking, caused the glasses and cups on the 
tables to jingle. 

Other witnesses were called and some proved that the beer at the Lamb Inn was 
not so good as formerly - others stated that the noise of the machinery 
prevented their sleeping, beginning as early as four o’clock in the morning and 
consequently they were obliged to leave the house. 
The Jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff – Damages 40s. 

1836
JOHN BARNETT became the new owner. On 28th June 1838 John BARNETT 
and a Mr. THORNTON served 108 tradesmen to celebrate Queen Victoria 
Coronation Day. Meat, bread and money (£200) were also distributed in the town.



1839
 A MR RIGBY calling himself a social missionary gave two lectures at the Lamb 
Inn, in which he professed to explain ‘the means by which every man, woman 
and child, might be rendered happy, without injury to the property’. The price of 
admission was two pence. The meetings weren’t well attended and Mr RIGBY lost 
£3 in total.

1840
A man commonly known as HODGES the druggist was apprehended in bed at the 
Lamb Inn on suspicion of the Golden Heart robbery. He gave up the money and 
was committed for trial at the Assizes.

1841
JOHN BARNETT died aged 40 and  
Mr. BOND took over. He didn’t last  
long and Mr. HARDING took over in 
1842. 

1843-
1845
This changed again from 1843 to 1845 
when JOHN CHESTERTON took 
charge. 



1845
MR. WESTFIELD ran the Lamb Inn and hosted a number of ‘Odd fellows’ 
dinners. These were associated with GEORGE HOLLOWAY, who as Senior Partner 
in a large clothing manufacturer was the chief employer of labour in the town. 
He then established his Mid Gloucester Working Men’s Benefit Society, which had 
attracted 3,500 members by 1888. 
The society later became known as the Original Holloway Benefit Society, having 
become the parent of the Holloway societies established on the same principles in 
many other towns.

1865
The Lamb Inn was bought by WATTS, HALLEWELL, BIDDELL and COWDERY 
and this was the first recorded instance of a tied house in Stroud. WATTS, 
HALLEWELL and BIDDELL later went on to run Stroud Brewery after WATTS 
inherited it. They made it one of the largest breweries in the County.

1893
WILLIAM BEER, Mechanic was charged 
with stealing cigars valued at 2s 8d, the 
property of ALFRED EVANS, of the Lamb 
Hotel. 

A fatal Trap accident occurred outside the 
Lamb Hotel. John Myneet aged 62, was 
hit by one of two traps going from Church 
Street to the High Street. Alfred Evans, 
landlord of the Lamb took Myneet into 
the public house but he later died of his 
wounds. Both traps did not stop. The width 
of the road was 6ft 10in and the path was 
1ft 10in. The carts were found to be 5ft 10in. 
The driver was sent for trial for 
manslaughter but was later found not guilty.

1868
GEORGE HOLLOWAY chaired the
continued meetings of the Prosecution of 
Felons dinners.



          
          1894
     The stables at the Lamb Hotel were  
     about to be rebuilt and the local  
     Surveyor suggested that this was an 
     opportunity to widen Church Street. A  
     notice was served to set the building  
     back in line with the wider part of the  
     street. Was this when the current 
     building appeared?

   

 

     1898 
     Just as everyone thought Stroud Court  
     would finish in reasonable time a large  
     body of persons rose in the body of  
     the Court and advanced towards the  
     Bench. It soon became evident they  
     were conscientious objectors to 
     vaccination and upwards of an hour the 
Court was occupied in granting certificates of exemption – this included 
ORMOND T. STOCK OF THE LAMB HOTEL.

1903
A report published by Police stated that in Stroud there were 86 alehouses,
 49 beerhouses (on), 13 beerhouse (off), 12 refreshment houses and one chemist. 
The population of the district was 23,712. This showed a ratio of one licensed house 
for each 160 persons.



1905
The Lamb was for sale and the advert read ‘Close to High Street, a substantially 
built fully licensed House, let to MR ALBERT WHILEY at £30 a year, with stabling 
near, let at £6 a year, the whole being Leasehold for a term of 21 years from 25th 
March 1901 at £45 a year.

1910
ALBERT WHITLEY became the hotel keeper and he was succeeded by 
ALFRED MORGAN in 1914. The premises again became the Lamb Inn.

1919
ALFRED MORGAN was fined £3 for failing to billet soldiers. The licensee refused 
to board two English Solders as he already had 9 Australian Solders staying with 
him. At Court he stated he preferred Colonials as he got a bigger fee. 

1930
The Landlord was JOHN AYRES who had served 21 years as a Corporal of the 
Horse in the Life Guards. He unfortunately committed suicide by cutting his throat 
and was found by his wife in a bedroom at the premises.The Lamb at an unknown 
time after this changed its name to THE SEED RESTAURANT and then became 
the ALLEY RESTAURANT. 

1978
The premises became known as CORKERS and was owned by RICHARD AND 
JENNIE DIMMOCK.



We are trying to find out more about the history parts of the premises and there are 
many things which are unknown at this stage. If you have any facts or stories or 

indeed any pictures from the past then please come and see us. 
A warm welcome awaits you.

1988 - Present 
The current owner IAN MORRISON took over the premises and it became 

THE RETREAT.






